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AMS Radiocarbon Dating of

Two Ancient Japanese Documents.

Oda, H., Masuda, T. and Nakamura, T.

This paper reports two radiocarbon ages of ancient Japanese documents
whose historical ages are well clarified. This study intends to clarify a difference
between calibrated radiocarbon age and historical age the document was written.

The calibrated radiocarbon ages of the documents are in good agreement
with their corresponding historical ages. Ancient Japanese paper has been made
mainly from deciduous shrubs. From the results of this study, it is suggested for
the two documents that the period from trimming twigs off the shrub to writing on
the manufactured paper is negligibly short compared with the present precision of
AMS radiocarbon dating at Nagoya University. Radiocarbon dating of ancient
documents provides useful information for historical study because of the
negligible deference between calibrated age and historical age.
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